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Creating research impact
in the Nordic countries
— and beyond

The main goal of NordForsk is to facilitate effective and
trustful research cooperation in the Nordic Region, and

ensure that NordForsk funded research has the highest
international quality and realises Nordic added value.

NordForsk develops programmes and calls in close
collaboration with national research funding organisa-
tions in the Nordic region. We fund high-quality research,
research infrastructure and research-based innovation in
different sectors of society. Funding desicions are based
on scientific quality and expected Nordic added value.

NordForsk enhances the impact of Nordic research and
research infrastructure collaboration by communicating
the Nordic added value of our activities, and supports
activities disseminating results from and impact of our
funded projects and programmes.

This report shows that NordForsk funded research
supports the Nordic Council of Ministers' Vision 2030 and
the Action Plan for the period 2021-2024. Moreover, it
describes how Nordic added value and other impacts on
society are created.

Most of the data presented in this report were gathered
in June 2022 from Researchfish, a reporting system all
NordForsk funded projects are expected to report in at
least once per year. Of a total of 136 registered projects,
103 submitted their data in 2021 and 2022.

This report uses the "live" version of the Researchfish
data, which also includes projects who have entered some
data but never submitted, and information entered after
some awards have been submitted.

The data concerning NordForsk research by geography,
Vision 2030 and Agenda 2030 are from our own portfolio
analyses.

What is impact?

We define research impact as the results and effects
of research.

This includes academic impact, such as enhancing
scientific quality and building critical expertise, and
societal impact, which is about the contribution research
has on society and the economy, and its benefits to
individuals, organisations or nations.

Impact is created in many ways, for example through
publications and disseminations, and engaging
stakeholders and involving end-users. It is impact when
research leads to the development of policy, practice or
services, shaping legislation and changing behaviour.

Impact can occur quickly, but it often takes time
- sometimes long after the project at NordForsk has been
completed.

In the Nordic perspective, impact is also about creating
Nordic added value. This is a main objective for
NordForsk, and fundamental to the Nordic research
collaboration we fund.
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Nordic
added value

NordForsk funded projects create Nordic added
value in a number of ways. For example, by
enhancing the scientific quality and building

critical expertise at the Nordic level.

We have devised our own definition of Nordic added
value to be used when developing programmes, designing
calls for proposals, assessing grant applications and
reporting impact.

In all, we have 11 categories of how research create
Nordic added value. Our projects create Nordic added
value within all the different categories.

Read more about Nordic added value at
nordforsk.org.

Nordic added value in NordForsk projects

Build on particular strengths
of Nordic researchers

Enhance scientific quality

Regional mobility and networking

Build critical mass and/or expertise

Increase the chances of EU/-
international success

Cost-effectiveness by sharing
infrastructure or data

Utilise data from uniquely Nordic registries

Address needs that are unique
to the Nordic countries

Focus on phenomena in the Nordic region

More results and stronger
quality-assured conclusions

Promote the creation
of innovations patents

Not yet produced Nordic added value

20 40 60 80 100

Total number of projects having reported Nordic added value: 107

120



Publications

Research outcome can be presented in various ways.
Of the many different outcome types the funded
NordForsk projects can register in Researchfish,
publications are among the most commonly reported.

The researchers can choose among 16 different publication
types, such as book chapters, monograph, technical
reports and conference papers.

2320 88

Unique pulications Projects reporting at
least one publication

g2

26.36

Mean number of publications for projects
reporting at least one publication

Number of Publications by Type

Journal Article
1667

Book Chapter
288

Other
146

- Book edited

- Manual/guide

- Monograph

- Preprint

- Systematic review
— Technical report

- Consultancy report
- Preprint

- Working paper

Conference
Proceeding
118

Thesis
46

Book
55



Further funding

When projects successfully receive new research grants
and other funding, this is an indicator of the excellence
of the research consortium, of added value and of
sustainability of the research collaboration. NordForsk
funded projects report to quite a large extent of further
funding. The main funding source, as seen in the figure
below, is public funding. 49 projects reporting at least one
instance of further funding.

Number of Instances of Further Funding by Sector

[l Public
I Academic/University
Il Charity/Non Profit
Private
0%
Hospitals
Unknown

Learned Society

Il Multiple

SE

10

146 Instances of further funding

Policy influence

Influence on political processes and decisions is an

important indicator of impact. Therefore, we ask the

projects to report on policy influence, more specifically

the amount and what kind of influence.

Projects reporting

O
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31 142

Unique policy

at least one policy influences

influence

Policy influence, top five sectors
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Education

Healthcare

Communities and social services/policy
Government, democracy and justice

Pharmaceuticals and medical biotechnology

il



Policy Influence by Type Policy Influence by Geography

80 .......................................................................................................................................................................................
Influenced training of
practitioners or researchers
- T o 70
Membership of a guideline committee
Participation in a advisory committee 60
Implementation circular/rapid advice/letter
to e.g. Ministry of Health
50
Participation in a national consultation
q q 40
Gave evidence to a government review
Citation in clinical guidelines 30
Citation in other policy documents
20
Citation in systematic reviews
Contribution to new or 10
improved professional practice
Citation in clinical reviews
5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 National International Local/Municipal/Regional
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Dissemination activities

Researchers must communicate beyond professional journals,

books and other scientific publications. They must tell the
public what they do, why, and what results they produce.
Because communication can build support for and under-

standing of science. It can promote understanding of the

wider relevance of research to society, and encourage more

informed decision-making at all levels. At NordForsk, all

projects must have a communication plan, and all projects
must report on how they communicate. Here are the results.
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Projects reporting Unique
at least one disseminations
dissemination

iS
19.46

Mean number of disseminations for projects
reporting at least one dissemination

Dissemination Activities by Type

A talk or presentation

A press release, press conference
or response to a media enquiry/interview

Participation in an activity,
workshop or similar

A broadcast e.g. TV/radio/film/podcast
(other than news/press)

A magazine, newsletter
or online publication

Engagement focused website, blog
or social media channel

Participation in an open day
or visit at my research institution

107

) !

100

200

300

400

500
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Disseminations by Geographic Reach Dissemination Activities by Target Group

GO0 s
Public/other audiences
Professional practioners

500
Other audiences
Media (as a channel to the public)

400 ..............
Postgraduate students
300 e Policymakers/politicians
Schools
200 Study participants or study members
Industry/Business

100 ]
Patients, carers and/or patient groups
Third sector organisations

100 200 300 400
National International Regional Local
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NordForsk research Project participants by country
by geog ge phy Number of participants per country, with one

participation registered per institution per project.
One of the criteria for Nordic added value in research
is 'regional mobility and networking among the Nordic
countries'. A benchmark for assessing whether this
succeeds is to look at the geographical location of the
projects.

The map shows the location and number of participants
in NordForsk funded research projects. The bigger the
circle, the more project participants.
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Data on NordForsk research by geography and Project participants by country
from 84 projects awarded 2017-2021. The location of both project leaders and
partners are indicated in the map.
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Supporting Vision 2030

The Nordic region will become the most sustainable and
integrated region in the world in 2030. That is the vision
of the Nordic Council of Ministers (NCM). The research
funded by NordForsk shall support this vision.

In order to realise the vision, the NCM has given priority
to three strategic areas and an action plan with 12 focus
areas.

NordForsk allocated 2 142 million NOK to research
collaboration, research infrastructure and innovation in
the years 2015-2021 to the strategic areas a green Nordic
Region, a competitive and a socially sustainable Nordic
Region.

Numbers in million NOK

792

392

A Green Nordic Region
Il A Competitive Nordic Region

A Socially Sustainable Nordic Region
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Research funding in mill. NOK

Freedom of movement

Knowledge and innovation

Welfare for all

Trust and cohesion in the Nordic Region
Carbon neutrality and climate adaptation
Sustainable production

An inclusive green and digital transition
Biodiversity

Collaboration with civil society

Labour market

International co-operation on the
environment and climate

Sustainable consumption

100 200 300 400 500

NordForsk funding allocated to research addressing each
of the 12 focus areas the NCM's action plan for 2021-2024
in the period 2015-2021.
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Supporting Agenda 2030

Implementing the United Nation's Sustainable

development goals (SDG's) is an important issue to the

Nordic collaboration, and NordForsk contributes largely

to this part of the co-operation.

NordForsk funding in the years 2015-2021 allocated
to research supporting the 17 SDG's.

Numbers in million NOK

Good Health and Well-being

Reducing Inequalities

Sustainable Cities and Communities
Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure
Quality Education

Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
Gender Equality

Responsible Consumption and Production
Climate Action

Decent Work and Economic Growth
Affordable and Clean Energy

Life Below Water

Zero hunger

Clean Water and Sanitation

No Poverty

Life on Land

Partnerships for the Goals

100 200

300

400

Total allocation reported is 2 067 million NOK. The figures are
calculated on basis on self-reporting from the project leaders.
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@ NordForsk

Stensbergsgata 27, 5th floor
NO-0170 Oslo
nordforsk.org
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